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HANDBOOK

2012 – 2013

League Secretary

Mr George McKitterick

8 Kilburn Close, Ryhope Village

Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR2 0QU

E-mail: georgemckitterick@btinternet.com
Tel: 0191 5238436 (h)   07548 533645 (m)

League Founded 1892

LEAGUE OFFICIALS

President

W. Robson Tel: 01388 762034

Vice Presidents

W. Gunn. B. Lisle.  K. Simpson.  D. Key.

Life Members

W. Gunn.  K. Simpson.  N. Dodsworth.  B. Lisle.

Chairman

P.J. Maguire Tel: 0191 548 1563 (h).  0754 554 9830 (m)

14 Shincliffe Avenue, Wear View Estate,

 Sunderland. SR5 5UB

Vice Chairman

M. Spedding Tel: 0191 584 0242

8 West Lea, New Herrington, Houghton le Spring

Treasurer

Mr Sean Rooks. 93, Ewesley Road, High Barnes, Sunderland. 

Tyne and Wear. SR4 7RJ      Tel. 077 222 939 27

Secretary

George McKitterick Tel: 0191 523 8436 (h) 07548 533 645 (m)

8 Kilburn Close, Ryhope Village, Sunderland. SR2 0QU

Referee Appointments and Fixture Secretary

Kevin Harrison Tel: 01642 653362

32 Killinghall Grove, Hartburn, Stockton on Tees. TS18 5PT

Registration Secretary

Mr J. Johnson. Tel 079 405 71772

7, York House, Townend Farm, Sunderland.

Management Committee

W. Robson, W. Gunn, B. Lisle, K.Simpson, D. Key, P.J. Maguire,

M. Spedding, G. McKitterick, K. Harrison, M. Lawson, K. Oliver, Mrs. S. Topping

 J.Johnson, G. Siddle. L.Measor. K.Butler

Match Officials Assessment Co-ordinator

T. Farley M.B.E. Tel: 01325 313647 (h) 07801 825132 (m)

Press Officer

Mr Malcolm Pratt M.B.E. D.L

Email; chester.press@btinternet.com or 0191 3889075 (4 Lines).

Insurance Cover 01604 644 277 (Mr Culley)

Auditors

 Miss Nicole Marsden and Mr J Chambers

Club Details for Season 2012 / 2013.

1. ANNFIELD PLAIN F.C.    

Secretary:
Mr Marshall Lawson, 24 Northgate, Annfield Plain, Stanley, Co. Durham. DH9 7UY




Tel: 01207 235 879 (H) or 0783 336 6056 (m)

Chairman:

Mr P. Montgomery

Treasurer:

Mr Marshall Lawson

Ground:

Derwent Park, West Road, Annfield Plain. DH9 7UY

Directions:
On A693 road to Consett. 200 yards west of junction with the A6067. Ground is behind the housing estate on the left. (Post Code DH9 8QE) 

Colours:
(1st choice) Sky Blue Shirts, Claret Shorts and Claret Socks


(2nd choice) Yellow Shirts, Black Shorts and Yellow Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Andrew Blackwell Tel:  Mobile: 07511 226497


Email: andrewblackwell@newcastlevipers.com
2. ASHBROOKE BELFORD HOUSE F.C. 

Secretary:
Mr Thomas Dobbing, 12 Weldon Avenue, Grangetown, Sunderland, SR2 9QB


Tel: 0191 567 8041 (H)  075 055 03873 (M).

Chairman:
Mr. Gary Dobbing Tel: Not Available

Treasurer:
Mr.Asa Dobbing  Tel: Not Available

Ground:
Silksworth Welfare Park (The Bobby Gurney Memorial Ground). SR3 1AX

Directions:
From A19 at junction for A690 towards City Centre, at Moor Lane roundabout take 2nd exit sign posted Farringdon/Gilley Law, turn left onto Silksworth Lane and at roundabout take 2nd exit onto Warwick Terrace, onto Blind Lane, ground behind Donkins Public House.

Colours:
(1st choice) Light Blue Shirts, Light Blue Shorts and Light Blue Socks


(2nd choice) Yellow and Blue Shirts, Yellow and Blue Shorts and Yellow Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Thomas Dobbing Tel: 0191 567 8041

3. BOLDON C.A. F.C. 

Secretary:
Mr. Kevin Oliver, 14 Tracey Avenue, West Boldon. NE36 0HT 


Tel: 0191 519 4124 (H), 077 70 781 476 (M).


E.mail: eventcare@btinternet.com 

Chairman:
Mr Kevin Oliver Tel;   

Treasurer:
Mr Tom Baindridge. Tel; 0191 537 3066

Ground:
Boldon Colliery Welfare. NE35 9AN

Directions:
Travel on A19 to junction with A184 Sunderland/Newcastle follow signs for Boldon Asda Stores.  At roundabout take 2nd exit and go past North Road Social Club (the Shack) take second turn and follow round to the ground.

Colours:
(1st choice) Red/White hooped Shirts. Black Shorts and Black Socks.


(2nd choice) White Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks

Press Officer:
 The Secretary.

4. CLEATOR MOOR CELTIC


Secretary:
Mr Herbert Briggs, 67, Pearl Road, Salterbeck, Workington. Cumbria CA14 5EF


Tel No. 019 468 31 029 (H). 01900 68 111 (B), 0759 114 9062 (M)


Emerg No. 0759 061 2107 (Matt Henney).


Chairman:
Mr Martin Mahone Tel: 01946 817  255

Treasurer:
Mr Neil Grears. Tel: 077 246 166 34

Ground:
McGrath Park, Off Birks Road, Cleator Moor, Cumbria. CA25 5HR

Directions:
From the 1st Cockermouth roundabout on the A66 take the A5086 (1st left) for Frizington, Cleator Moor, Egremont.  Drive through Frizington to the B5294 on your right 100 yrds after a left hand bend.  Follow this road for approx half a mile and take a left onto a narrow road B9295 for almost a mile to Birks Road.  Club entrance is on the right 50 yds the road junction, the end of Binks Road.

Colours:
(1st choice) Green and White Hooped Shirts, White Shorts and Green Socks


(2nd choice) Pink Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks

Press Officer:
Secretary. Tel: As Above.


Email: Herbertbriggs@btinternet.com
5. COXHOE ATHLETIC


Secretary:
Mr Paul Charlton, 16 Browning Hill, Coxhoe, Co. Durham DH6 4HB


Tel: 0191 377 3764 (h) 0795 615 9916 (m)


E.mail: paulcharlton55@hotmail.co.uk
Chairman:
T.B.A  Tel: 

Treasurer:
Mr Don Williams Tel: 0785 185 9616

Ground:
Beechfield Park, Coxhoe.DH6 4LF

Directions:
From junction 61 on A1M (Durham Services) take the B6291 to Coxhoe.  Approx 1 mile Past Kicking Cuddy public house on right hand side, double bend into Coxhoe, turn left approx 50meters after ‘Trevors’ Barber Shop.  Beach Field Park is situated behind Coxhoe Paving Factory. Opposite The Limes Barrett Houses.


After match refreshments at Coxhoe W.M.C. DH6 4AA (Centre of Village)

Colours:
(1st choice) Red Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks


(2nd choice) White Shirts, White Shorts and White Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Paul Charlton (Secretary).

6. DARLINGTON CLEVELAND BRIDGE F.C.

Secretary:
Mr Paul McLachlan, 121 Stooperdale Avenue, Darlington DL3 0UD


Tel: 01325 240 181 (h) 078 405 37 353 (m)


Email: paulmclachlan@msn.com
Chairman:
Mr Peter Snowdon
Treasurer:
Mr Thomas Lally Tel: 0789 186 8904
Ground:
Eastbourne Sports Complex DL1 1LJ
Directions:
Head South down A19, follow A66 West to Darlington. 


Turn left at roundabout towards football stadium, pass the Brick Train,


Turn right at roundabout pass Morrisons, heading towards town centre.


At Hope Inn (3rd set of traffic lights) turn right down Hundens Lane, 400 


Yards turn right at Bourne Avenue. Follow to the end, and into the car park.

Colours:
(1st choice) Navy Blue/Yellow Shirts, Navy Blue Shorts, and Navy Blue Socks

(2nd choice) Red Shirts, White Shorts, and Red Socks

Press Officer:
As per Secretary details.

7.  EASINGTON COLLIERY AFC

Secretary:
Mr Steve Brightwell, contact by email stevebrightwell@hotmail.com

(requested address not to be published) 077 206 119 05 (m) 
Emerg Tel: Chairman or Treasurer

Chairman:
Mr Paul Adamson. Tel: 079 475 90 795

Treasurer:
Mr Alan Mouter Tel: 0791 77 56 797(m)

Ground:
Easington Welfare Park SR8 3JJ

Directions:
From A19, take turn off after Hawthorn Services and turn left at roundabout for Easington Village, turn right into Seaside Lane and continue at the zebra crossing after Derelict Derby Public House turn right and park outside the Welfare Park (cars are not allowed on Memorial Drive). 3mins walk through park to Clubhouse.

Colours:
(1st choice) Green/White Stripe Shirts, Green Shorts and Green Socks


(2nd choice) Yellow Shirts, Black Shorts and Yellow Socks

Press Officer:
Chairman as above email pa@finishingtouchesteeside.co.uk
8. GATESHEAD LEAM RANGERS.

Secretary:
Mr Robert Houghton. 8 Grassbanks, Leam Lane Estate, 

Gateshead. NE10 8DU


Tel: 0191 469 9405 (h).  07859 006 6432 (m).


Email; Robert.houghton9@gmail.com 

Emerg. Contact No. 0191 422 3780 or 07989 14 7724

Chairman:
Mr Brian Morrison  Tel: 078 37 222 585 (m)

Treasurer:
Mr.Paul Meach. Tel: 0790 383 5239 (m)

Ground:
Hilltop Playing Field, Leam Lane. NE10 8LT 

Directions:
Travelling from South on A1 take the A194, 2nd exit signposted

Felling / Washington , at roundabout take 1st exit follow road to 

traffic lights, turn left (Leam Road), carry on up road approx 0.5mile

 turn right into Wealcroft, approx 20 metres on left.

Colours:
(1st choice) Yellow Shirts, Green Shorts and Yellow Socks


(2nd choice) Blue/White Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks

Press Officer:
Mr David Justice.  Tel. 0191 438 5273 (h). or 07989 175 224 (m). 


Email; davejustice@blueyonder.co.uk
9. HARTLEPOOL FC


Secretary:
Mr Barry Murray, 110 Spalding Road, Fens Estate, Hartlepool TS25 2JP


Tel: 01429 299428

Chairman:
T.B.A 

Treasurer:
Mr Andrew Nixon Tel: 01429 280 583 (H)  079 09 868 40 (M)

Ground:
Grayfields Enclosure. TS24 8LX

Directions:
From A19 North/South, take A179 to Hartlepool at Hart Village roundabout turn right to Throston Grange and follow past golf club, over roundabout and down bank to 3rd set of traffic lights, turn left into Jesmond Road and ground is 400 yds on left.

Colours:
(1st choice) Blue Shirts, Blue Shorts and Blue Socks


(2nd choice) Red Shirts, Red Shorts and Red Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Andrew Nixon (Treasurer).
10. HARTON AND WESTOE CW FC.

Secretary: 
Mr. Kevin Gibson, 85 Honiton Way, Hartlepool. TS25 2PY



Tel: 01429 686 319 (h), 0191 426 8366 (b), 07847 271 495 (m).


Email; Kevin.gibson@sky.com

Emerg Contact. Emma-Jane Collins.  Treasurer.  
Chairman:
Mr. David Frame. Tel. 077 93 790 008 (m). 

Treasurer:
Ms. Emma-Jane Collins. Tel. 075 402 888 27 
Ground:
Harton & Westoe Miners Welfare, Low Lane, South Shields. NE34 0NA


Tel No. 0191 456 6166

Directions:
Coming from the A184 Newcastle Road or the A194(M) towards South Shields, join the A194 (Leam Lane) from the Whitemare Pool Roundabout. Stay on the A194 for around 2.5 miles, then at the 4th roundabout you come to, take the 3rd exit onto the A1300 (John Reid Road). At the 2nd roundabout you come to, take the first exit, after approx 100 metres you will come to a mini roundabout, take the 3rd exit onto Low Lane. Follow the road round and the ground is at the bottom of the road, on the right hand side. 
Colours: 
(1st choice). Blue Shirts, Yellow Shorts, Yellow Socks.


(2nd choice).Yellow Shirt, Yellow Shorts, Yellow Socks. 

Press Officer:
Mr Gordon Diamond. Tel. No. 0787 960 5215 (m).


Email; Gordon_Diamond@eu.irco.com
11. JARROW FC


Secretary:
Mrs Susan Topping, 38 Hylton Road, Jarrow, Tyne & Wear NE32 5DF


Tel: 0191 489 43 33 (h) 07917 416 214 (m) 


E.mail: suescott90@hotmail.co.uk
Chairman:
Mr J.P. Kane Tel: 0191 456 4180

Treasurer:
Mr J.P. Kane Tel: 0191 456 4180

Ground:
Perth Green Community Association. NE32 4AQ

Directions:
From A1M or A19, follow A194 directions to South Shields, turn right onto John Reid Road and take first slip road past The Red Hackle Pub, take third on left into Inverness Road then first right into Perth Green Community Association.


Colours:
(1st choice) White/Blue Shirts, Blue Shorts and Blue Socks


(2nd choice) Navy/Royal Blue Shirts, Navy Shorts and Navy Socks

Press Officer:
Mr David Bell Tel: 0787 962 413

12. KIRKBYMOORSIDE


Secretary:
Mr Mike Hodgson, 5 Oxcroft, Kirbymoorside, North Yorkshire YO62 6ER


Tel: 077 961 765 48 (m)

Chairman:
Mr John Harmer. Tel 01751 432 382

Treasurer:
Mr T. Elliott. Tel 01751 431 903 (h), 077 948 153 77 (m).

Ground:
Kirby Mills. Kirkbymoor Sports Field. YO62 6NE

Directions:
From Wearside/Co. Durham take A19 south to Thirsk, take A170 turn off, follow A170 to Kirkbymoorside ground on left as leaving Kirkbymoorside. From Cumbria at Scotch Corner take A1 south; turn off for Thirsk take A170 follow to Kirkbymoorside ground on left as leaving Kirkbymoorside. From Teesside head to Stokesley, pick up B1257 to Helmsley then pick up A170 to Kirkbymoorside, ground on left as leaving Kirkbymoorside.

Colours:
(1st choice) Red Shirts, Red Shorts and Red Socks


(2nd choice) Yellow Shirts, Yellow Shorts and Yellow Socks

Press Offices:
Mr. Malc Mudd. 01423 325 271 (h). 
13.  PETERLEE TOWN FC.


Secretary:
Mr William Banks, 7 Alcote Grove, Shotton Colliery.

 Peterlee. DH62RB


Tel. 0191 526 5973 (h), 07967 286 559 (m)


Email; peterleetownfc.les@hotmail.co.uk

Emerg. Contact. See Chairman’s details.

Chairman:
Mr Les Measor. Tel. 0790 8266 507 (m)  


Treasurer:
See Chairman’s details above.

Ground:
Peterlee Town FC. Eden Lane, Peterlee. SR8 5DJ

Directions:
Leave the A19 at the B1320, follow the B1320 bear left at the first Roundabout, then straight through the next set of lights, at the second roundabout turn left onto Essington Way. Go past the Lidl Store and take next right onto Yoden Road. Take the 4th Right onto Robson Avenue, follow until you reach “T” Junction, ground is in front of you. Turn Left or Right for Car Park, Coaches turn Right.   

Colours:
(1st choice)  Sky Blue Shirts,  Navy Shorts and  Navy Socks


(2nd choice)  White Shirts, White Shorts and White Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Craig Parkinson.  Tel No. 07887 946 540


Email; TBA.

14. PRUDHOE TOWN 

Secretary:
Mr C Lowther, 10 Westhills, Tantobie, Stanley. 

Co Durham. DH9 9RZ 

Tel: 01207 230 108 (h), 07557302377 (m), 01207 230 108 (b). 


Email: christopher.lowther1@btinternet.com


Chairman:
Mr. C.Lowther.  As Secretary.
Treasurer:
Mr. C. Lowther.  As Secretary. 
Ground:
Kimberley Park, Broomhouse Road, Prudhoe. NE42 5EH 


Tel. 01661 835 900 

Directions:
Travelling West from Newcastle, follow the A695 bypass 

towards Prudhoe and take the second exit at the Blaydon 

roundabout to follow the A695 (Chainbridge Road) Turn Left

 onto the B6395 into Prudhoe and take the first Right onto 

Eastwoods Road  and Second left into Broomhouse Road. Take 

first Right and bear right into car park and ground.


Travelling East on the A69, take third exit on Styford 

Roundabout  onto the A68. Travel onwards and through 

Stocksfield and Mickley and go straight on at Prudhoe Front Street

 traffic lights. Take a Left at  the Falcon Public House onto 

Eastwoods Road. Follow above directions.

Colours:
(1st choice) Orange Shirts, Black Shorts, Orange Socks.


(2nd choice) Green Shirts, Green Shorts, Green Socks.

Press Officer:
Secretary Details as above. 

15. REDCAR ATHLETIC FC


Secretary:
Mr Kevin Fryett 53 Fernwood, Redcar, Cleveland TS10 4NF


Tel: 01642 470 963 (h), 0785 493 5380 (m)


E.mail: kevfryett@hotmail.com  Emerg Contact See Chairman’s details.

Chairman:
Mr Alan Taylor Tel: 01642 478 664

Treasurer:
Mr. Vince Peel. Tel: 01642 471 563

Ground:
Green Lane, Redcar. TS10 3RW

Directions:
From the A19, A66 or A174 follow the A1085 sign posted Redcar Town Centre /Sea Front.  Take the A1085 out of Redcar towards Marske / Saltburn. At the end of the coast road, take the first exit from the roundabout sign posted Marske / Saltburn, Green Lane is on the right about 0.5mile down the road, when the houses on the right end. Follow Green Lane to the bottom; Ground is on the left.

Colours:
(1st choice) Red Shirts, Navy Shorts and Navy Socks


(2nd choice) White Shirts, Navy Shorts and Navy Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Andrew McElvaney Tel: 077 175 167 52 (m).


E.mail: andymacca@ntlwotld.com
16. RICHMOND TOWN F.C. 

Secretary:
Mr. Peter Marshall. 1, Shawcroft Court, Richmond. N.Yorkshire. DL10 5AS. 

Tel: 01748 850 766 (h). 01748 824 144 (b). 079 707 895 26 (m).


Email; petermarshall@castlewalksports.freeserve.co.uk

Emerg. Contact No. 07810 820 469

Chairman:
Mr. Stephen Andrews.  Tel: 0797 514 29

Treasurer:
Mr. Steve Moss.  Tel: 078 436 57 123 

Ground:
Earls Orchard Playing Field.  DL10 4RH

Directions:
When entering Richmond on the A6108, follow road over the two roundabouts, 


Turn right at the third, take second left, follow road downhill and across the


Bridge, heading on the road to Hudswell Village. Entrance to the ground is a very sharp left turn, immediately after the bridge.  
Colours:
(1st choice) Royal Blue Shirts, Royal Blue Shorts and White Socks


(2nd choice) Red Shirts, Red Shorts and Red Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Ricky Butler. Tel: 077 189 88 325


Email; rickybutler@aol.com
17. SEATON CAREW F.C.


Secretary:
Mr. Paul Hackwell, 14, Newark Road, Hartlepool. TS25 2LA 
Tel; 01429 299 037 (h).  01429 853 503 (b).  078 770 77 515 (m).

Email: seatoncarew@hotmail.co.uk


Chairman:
Mr. Bernard Kelly.  Tel: 078 18 295 650 

Treasurer:
Mr. Paul Malcolmson. Tel:077 924 99 865 

Ground:
Hornby Park, Elizabeth Way, Seaton Carew. TS25 2AZ

Directions:
From the A19 North or South, take the A689 signposted Hartlepool.


On A689 continue to Owton Lodge roundabout, take the third exit onto


The B1276, continue straight ahead at roundabout, onto Seaton Lane, under 


Railway bridge, then take next right turn, Elizabeth Way. Continue ahead


Hornby Park on right hand side of road approx 300mts. 
Colours:
(1st choice) Black/White Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks


(2nd choice) Maroon Shirts, Maroon Shorts and Maroon Socks

Press Officer:
Ms. Julie Hackwell  Tel 01429 299 037 (h). 07950 460 324 (m).


Email. as the Secretary’s details  

18.  STOCKTON TOWN F.C.

Secretary:
Mr Martin Hillerby. 21 Arden Grove, Fairfield.

 Stockton on Tees. TS19 7AU


Tel:01642 650 413 (h), 07832 967 008 (m)


Email: martin.hillerby@stocktontownfc.com
Chairman:
Mr Martin Hillerby Tel. 07832 967 008

Treasurer:
Mr David Waites Tel. 01642 606 526

Ground:
Bishopton Road West, Stockton on Tees. TS19 0QD


Tel. 01642 604 915 

Directions:
From A19 North, exit A19 Billingham/Norton turn off, 

taking 3rd exit from roundabout onto A1027, sign posted Norton.

 On A1027 cross 2 roundabouts, then take right turn at traffic lights 

Adjacent to Sainsbury onto Bishopton Rd West. Ground shares 

the same entrance as Stockton 6th Form College.


From A19 / A66 South. Exit A19 onto A66 signposted Thornaby / 

Stockton. Exit the A66 at Yarm/Stockton turn off onto A135 

(Yarm Road). Take 3rd exit from roundabout onto Yarm Road

 heading towards Stockton, at 2nd set of T/lights take left turn into 

Hartburn Lane, take 2nd turning on right into Hartburn Ave 

(Careful this is a blind corner). Straight across roundabout

 (Oxbridge Lane), through set of lights (Stockton CC) and turn left

 at next lights into Bishopton Road West. Stockton FC is signposted

 on the left. Shares the same entrance as 6th Form College. 


Colours:

(1st Choice) Yellow Shirts, Blue Shorts, Yellow Socks.




(2nd Choice) Blue Shirts, White Shorts, Blue Socks.

Press Officer:

Secretary Details as above.

19. SILKSWORTH RANGERS 

Secretary:
Mr. David Steele, 16 Honeysuckle Close, Hall Farm. Sunderland. SR3 2UZ.  


Tel: 077 934 834 84 (m).


E.mail: silkyranger@google.com 

Chairman:
Mr Darren Crann Tel: 0191 537 4379 (h).

Treasurer:
As Chairman.

Ground:
Silksworth Memorial Welfare Park,The Bobby Gurney Memorial Ground.SR31AX 

Directions:
Leave A19 at junction for A690 towards City Centre at Moor Lane roundabout take 2nd exit sign posted Farringdon/Gilley Law, turn left onto Silksworth Lane, at roundabout take 2nd exit onto Warwick Terrace, into Blind Lane, ground behind Donkins Public House.

Colours:
(1st choice) Blue Shirts, Black Shorts, and Blue Socks


(2nd choice) White Shirts, White Shorts and White Socks

Press Officer:
As per Secretary’s details.
Club Website:
www.clubwebsite.co.uk/silksworthcfc/
20. SUNDERLAND WEST END F.C. 

Secretary: 
Mr. Kevin Butler. 3, Sheriden Street, Pallion,Sunderland. SR4 6NN



Tel: 0191 565 02 90 (h),  07 812 439 248 (m).

 Email, kev2sheds@hotmail.com
Chairman:
Mr David Young.  Tel: 077 370 725 28 (m)

Treasurer:
Mr David Young (As Above). 
Ground 
Quarry View Complex, Sunderland. SR4 OHA


Directions 
From the A19 take the A183 towards Sunderland, at the

first roundabout, take the first exit on to Hylton Road, after

approx 1.2 miles at the traffic lights, turn Left onto St Lukes

Road, travel approx 700 yards then turn Left into Keelmans Lane.

Ground is on the Right.
Colours: 
(1st choice). Red Shirts, Black Shorts and Red Socks.


(2nd choice).Blue Shirts, Blue Shorts and Blue Socks.

Press Officer:
Mr David Bond.  Tel: 0780 156 0176   

Email, TBA.
21.  WILLINGTON FC

Secretary:
Mr Geoff Siddle, 3 Manor Road, Willington, Co. Durham. DL15 0QX

Tel: 01388 747 710 (h) 07532 341 105 (m) 01388 747 710 (b) 


Email; siddle403@btinternet.com   Emerg. Contact Chairman or Treasurer.

Chairman:
Mr Bob Nichols. Tel: 0191 378 1981
Treasurer:
Mr Keith Stephenson Tel: 01388 766 477

Ground:
Hall Lane, Willington. DL15 0QG

Directions:
Willington is on the A690, 7 miles west of Durham and 2 miles east of Crook.  Turn left from Durham (right from Crook) at the Black Horse Tavern on A690 into Hall Lane; ground is 200 metres on the right.

Colours:
(1st choice) Blue/White Shirts, Blue Shorts and Blue Socks


(2nd choice) Orange Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks

Press Officer:
Mr Geoff Siddle (Secretary)
22. WOLVISTON FC

Secretary:
Mr, Raymond Mackey. 16 The Glebe, Norton, Stockton on Tees. TS20 1RX


Tel: 01642 890 056 (h), 0788 748 6295 (m).


Email. ray.mackey@sky.com



Chairman:
Mr Derek Stockton Tel: 01642 864 446

Treasurer:
Mr Brian Jones Tel: 01642 883 694

Ground:
Metcalfe Park, Wolviston, Billingham TS22 5NE

Directions:
Situated at Wynyard Road between Thorpe Thewles and Wolviston. From A19 onto A689 into Wolviston Village – take Wynyard Road heading towards Thorpe Thewles; alternatively from A1 to Stockton direction turn left at Thorpe Thewles along Wynyard Road.

Colours:
(1st choice) Blue/White Shirts, Blue Shorts and Blue Socks


(2nd choice) Red White Shirts, Black Shorts and Black Socks

Press Officer:
As per Secretary’s details.
WEARSIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

GENERAL RULES FOR SEASON 2012 - 2013

1. NOMENCLATURE AND CONSTITUTION.

(A) 
This Competition shall be designated the Wearside League and known as the Wearside League and shall consist of not more than 40 Clubs approved by the sanctioning authority.


All such Member Clubs must be affiliated to an affiliated County Football Association and their names and particulars shall be returned annually by the appointed date on the Form “D” to the Durham County Football Association. The area covered by the Competition Membership shall be Durham, Cumberland, Northumberland and North Riding.


This Competition shall apply annually for sanction to the Durham County Football Association and the constituent teams of Member Clubs may be grouped in divisions, with the first division having a minimum of 18 clubs. No more than one team from a Club can participate in the same division.

Member Clubs shall not enter any of their teams playing in the Competition in any other Competitions (with the exception of F.A. and County F.A. Competitions) except with the written consent of the Management Committee of the Competition.

At the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting called for the purpose, a majority of the delegates present shall have the power to decide or adjust the compilation of the division at their discretion. When necessary this Rule shall take precedence over Rule 12.

2. ENTRY FEE, SUBSCRIPTION, DEPOSIT.

(A) Applications by Clubs for admission to this Competition must be made in writing to the Secretary. The Grounds and facilities of all new applicants, with the exception of clubs relegated or transferred via the National League System, shall be subject to Inspection by members of the Management Committee. All such clubs shall deposit a Non Returnable Fee of £ 30.00 

At the discretion of a majority of the accredited voting members present, applications, of which due notice has been given, may be received at the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting.   

(B) The Annual Subscription shall be and all-inclusive fee of £360.00p. This fee shall be paid either in one payment or in four equal payments of £90.00p on or before the First day August, October, December and March of each season. Clubs in default of this rule SHALL be fined £ 25.00 per month, or part month, until the full debt is recovered. New Clubs shall be admitted as Associate Members for One Year. 
3. OFFICERS.

The Officers of the Competition shall be President, Vice Presidents, Chairman, Vice Chairman, League Secretary, Treasurer, Registration Secretary and Referees / Fixture Secretary to be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. (N.B.  Auditors are not Officers).
4. MANAGEMENT, NOMINATION, ELECTION.

(A) The Competition shall be governed in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the Football Association by a Management Committee comprised of the Officers and Seven members to be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting by the Member Clubs and Life Members. All Participants shall abide by the Football Association Regulations for Safeguarding Children as determined by the Association from time to time.

(B) Retiring Officers shall be eligible to become candidates for re-election without nomination. All other candidates for election as Officers or Members of the Management Committee shall be nominated to the Secretary in writing, signed by the Secretaries of Clubs two Member Clubs, not later than 14th May in each year. Names of the candidates for election shall be circulated with the notice of the Annual General Meeting. In the event of there being no nomination in accordance with the foregoing for any office, nominations may be received at the Annual General Meeting.
(C) The Management Committee shall meet monthly/ as often as is necessary to deal with business as it arises. On receiving a requisition signed by two thirds of the members of the Management Committee the Secretary shall convene a special meeting of the Committee.
(D) Except where otherwise mentioned all communications shall be addressed to the Secretary who shall conduct the correspondence of the Competition and keep a record of its proceedings.
(E) All communications received from Clubs must be conducted through their nominated Officers.

5. POWERS OF MANAGEMENT.

(A) The Management Committee may appoint sub-committees and delegates such of their powers, as they deem necessary. The decisions of all sub- committees shall be reported to the Management Committee for ratification. The Management Committee shall have power to deal only with matters within the Competition and not for any matters of misconduct that are under the jurisdiction of the Football Association or affiliated Association.
(B) Subject to the permission of the Durham County Football Association having been obtained the Management Committee may order a match or matches to be played each season, the proceeds to be devoted to the funds of the Competition and, if necessary, may call upon each Club (including any Club which may have withdrawn during the season) to contribute equally such sums as may be necessary to meet any deficiency at the end of the season.
(C) Each Member of the Management Committee shall have the right to attend and vote at all Management Committee Meetings and have one vote thereat, but no Member shall be allowed to vote on any matters directly appertaining to such Member or to the Club so represented. (This shall apply to the procedure of any sub-committee.) In the event of the voting being equal on any matter, the Chairman shall have a second or casting vote.
(D) The Management Committee shall have the powers to apply, act upon and enforce the Rules of the Competition and shall also have jurisdiction over all matters affecting the Competition, including any not provided for in the Rules. Except where these Rules provide for the imposition of a set penalty any Club, Club Official (limited to Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer) or Player alleged to be in breach of a Competition Rule must be formally charged in writing and given the opportunity to present their case before the Management Committee. Financial penalties can only be imposed if included within the set penalties for breaches of Competition Rules. All breaches of the Laws of the Game, Rules and Regulations of the Football Association shall be dealt with in accordance with F. A. Rules by the appropriate Association. 
(E) All decisions of the Management Committee shall be binding subject to the right of appeal to the Board of Appeal in accordance with Rule 16.

Decisions of the Management Committee must be notified in writing to those concerned within SEVEN days.
(F) Five Members of the Management Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business of the Management Committee and Three Members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business by any sub-committee of the Management Committee.
(G) The Management Committee, as it may deem necessary, shall have the power to fill in an acting capacity, any vacancies that may occur amongst their number.
(H) A Club having failed to comply with an order or instruction of the Management Committee, or failing to satisfactorily attends to the business and/or the correspondence of the Competition, shall be liable to be fined or otherwise penalised at the discretion of the Management Committee.
(I) All fines and charges shall be paid within 14 days of the date of posting of the written notification.

Clubs, Officials or Individuals committing a breach of this Rule will incur such penalties as the Management Committee may impose.
(J) The Management Committee shall have the power to fill any vacancy that may occur in the membership of the Competition between the Annual General or Special General Meeting called to decide the constitution and the commencement of the Competition season.
(K) Any Club not represented at a Management Committee Meeting when instructed in writing to do so, by either their Secretary and/or Chairman, or any person instructed to attend a meeting of the Management Committee, and failing to do so without reasonable excuse shall be fined the sum of £50.00 in addition to any fines imposed. In the event of any Club or Person failing to attend a meeting of the Management Committee, the Committee shall have the power to deal with the matter in his/her absence.

6. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

(A) The Annual General Meeting shall be held not later than the 30th June in each year. At this meeting the following business shall be transacted provided that at least ten members are present and entitled to vote.
(i)     To receive and confirm the Minutes of the proceeding Annual General Meeting.

(ii)    To consider any business arising there from.

(iii)   To receive and adopt the Annual Report, Balance Sheet and Statement of Accounts.

(iv)   Election of Clubs to fill vacancies. (As recommended by the Management Committee.)

(v)    Constitution of the Competition for the ensuing season.

(vi)   Election of Officers and Management Committee. Appointment of Auditors.

(vii)  Alteration of Rules, if any (of which notice has been given).

(viii) Fix the date for the commencement and conclusion of the playing season.

(ix)   Carry out the draw for internal cup competition/s.

(x)   Other business of which due notice shall have been given and accepted as being relevant to an Annual General Meeting.
(B) A copy of the duly audited Balance Sheet, Statement of Accounts and Agenda shall be forwarded to each Club at least seven to fourteen days prior to the meeting, and to the Durham County Football Association.
(C) A signed copy of the duly audited Balance Sheet and Statement of Accounts shall be sent to the Durham County Football Association within fourteen days of its adoption by the Annual General Meeting.

(D) Each Full Member Club shall be empowered to send two delegates to an Annual General Meeting.  Each Club shall be entitled to one vote only. Not less than seven days notice shall be given of any meeting.
(E) Clubs who have withdrawn their membership of the Competition during the season being concluded or who are not continuing Membership shall be entitled to attend but shall vote only on matters relating to the season being concluded.
(F) All voting shall be conducted by a show of voting cards unless a ballot is demanded by at least two thirds of the delegates qualified to vote or the Chairman so decides.
(G) No individual shall be entitled to vote on behalf of more than one Full Member Club.
(H) Any continuing Member Club failing to be represented at the Annual General
 Meeting without satisfactory reason being given shall be fined £50.00.
(I) Officers shall be entitled to attend and vote at the Annual General Meeting. 
7. AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED.

The Chairman and Secretary of each Club shall complete and sign the following agreement which shall be deposited with the Competition together with the Application for Membership for the coming season, or upon indicating that the Club intends to compete.

“We, (Name)  ..................................... Chairman and (Name) ………………………. Secretary of the .................................................. Football Club, have been provided with a copy of the Rules and Regulations of the Wearside Football League and its Associated Cup Competitions and do hereby agree for and on behalf of the said Club to, if accepted into Membership, to conform to these Rules and Regulations and to accept, abide by and implement the decisions of the Management Committee of the Competition/s, subject to the right of appeal in accordance with Rule 16.

Any alteration of the Chairman and / or Secretary on the above Agreement must be notified to the County Football Association to which the Club is affiliated and to the Secretary of the Competition.
8. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS. 

(A)  Contract players, as defined in Football Association Rules, are not permitted in this Competition. It is the responsibility of each Club to ensure that any Player signing a registration form for that Club has, where necessary, the required International Transfer Certificate. Clearance is required for any Player aged 12 and over crossing borders including Wales, Scotland and Ireland.
(B) A registered playing member of a Club is one who, being in all other respects eligible has:-(1) Signed a fully and correctly completed Competition registration form in ink, countersigned by an Officer of the Club, and who has been registered with the Registrations Secretary and whose completed registration has been received by the Club prior to playing.
 Signed a fully and correctly completed Competition registration form in ink on a match day prior to playing, countersigned by an Officer of the Club and shall be witnessed by an Officer of the Opposing Club,. The name of the player and his date of birth must be texted to the league no later than the end of the match for inclusions on the leagues website. This registration form shall be submitted to the Registration Secretary within Five days of the subsequent to the match.
(C) Premiership, Football League and Conference Clubs with Reserve and/or “A” Sides shall be allowed to enter the Competition and then only with the approval of the Management Committee. 

Any Club so accepted for membership shall submit the names of their best TWELVE players for the first team on the first day of each month for approval by the Management Committee. None of these named players shall be eligible to play for the reserve and/or “A” side in any fixture associated with the Competition during that month.
(D) A player having taken part in matches for any Club affiliated to any County Football Association shall not be allowed to join, be transferred to, or sign for a Club in the Competition without first proving to the officials of the intended Club that the player has discharged all reasonable financial liabilities to the previous Club or Clubs, and a Club official may not accept such player’s signature without first ascertaining whether such claims have been discharged to the satisfaction of the Club, or Clubs, for which the player last played.
(E) Registration forms shall be obtained from the League website
(F) The Management Committee shall decide all registration disputes.

In the event of a player signing a registration form or having a registration submitted for more than one Club priority of registration shall decide for which Club the player shall be registered.  The Registration Secretary shall notify the Club last applying to register the player of the fact of the previous registration.

(G) It shall be a breach of Rule for a player to:-

(i) Play for more than one club in the Competition in the same season without first being transferred.

(ii) Having signed for one Club in the Competition, sign for another Club in the Competition in that season except for the purpose of a transfer.

(H)(i) The Management Committee shall have the power to accept the registration of any player subject to the provisions of clauses (ii) and (iii) below.
(ii) The Management Committee shall have the power to refuse, cancel or suspend the   registration of any player or may fine any player, at their discretion who has been charged, found guilty of registration irregularities. (Subject to Rule 16)

(iii) The Management Committee shall have the power to make application to refuse or cancel the registration of any player found charged and found guilty of undesirable conduct  (Subject to rule 16) subject to the right of appeal to the FA or the relevant County Football Association.

Undesirable conduct shall mean an incident of repeated proven misconduct, which may deter a participant from being involved in this competition. Application should be made to the parent County of the Club the player is registered or intending to be registered with.

(iv) For a player who has previously had a registration removed in accordance with clause (iii) but has a registration accepted at the expiry of exclusion will be considered to be under a probationary period of 12 months. Whilst under a probationary period, should the player commit a further act of proven misconduct under the jurisdiction of the Competition, (excluding standard dismissals), the Competition would be empowered to consider a further charge of bringing the Competition into disrepute.

(Note: Action under Clause (iii) shall not be taken against a player for misconduct until the matter has been dealt with by the appropriate Association, and then only in cases of the player bringing the Competition into disrepute and will in any case be subject to an Appeal to the Football Association. All decisions must include the period of restriction. For the purpose of this Rule, bringing the competition into disrepute can only be considered where the player has received in excess of 112 days’ suspension, or 10 matches in match based discipline, in a period of two years or less from the date of the first offence for any team playing in this Competition.
(I) Subject to the FA Rule C2 (a) dealing with players without written contracts when a player desires a transfer, the Club the player wishes to transfer to, shall submit seven days notice of approach by registered post or recorded delivery to the Club he is currently registered with or a written acknowledgement otherwise obtained from Chairman or Secretary of the Club approached.  Facsimile or email transmissions may be used provided a receipt of acknowledgement is also obtained. Following the date of posting of the written notice of approach, receipt of an acknowledgement the player may be registered on or after the eighth day and must be registered by his new Club on or before the twenty-first day thereafter. The approaching Club may not approach the same player a second time in the same playing season and may only approach only one player at the same Club at any time and may not approach another player at the same Club within twenty-eight days of an earlier notice of approach.

The Club wishing to transfer the player shall submit a transfer form to the Registration Secretary accompanied by a fee of £2.00. Any Club not having registered 13 (thirteen) players SEVEN days before the commencement of the season shall be fined £ 30.00p.

Where a Club request a Second Transfer is considered as a matter of urgency, i.e. other than at the normal scheduled monthly meeting of the Management Committee, on written application accompanied by a fee of £10.00 the League Secretary shall arrange for the matter to be dealt with by special consideration of the Committee.
(J) A player may not be registered for a Club nor transferred to another Club in the Competition after 31st March in any season.
(K) A Club shall keep a list of players it registers and a record of the games in which they played, and shall produce such records upon demand by the Management Committee.
(L) A register containing the names of all players registered for each Club, with the date of registration, shall be kept by the (Registrations) Secretary and shall be published on the league website. Also the registration register will be open to the inspection of any duly appointed Member Club Representative at all Management Committee meetings or at other times mutually arranged. Registrations are valid for one Season only. In the event of a player without a written contract changing his status to that of a contract player with the same club, another club in the competition or with a club in another competition his registration as a player without a written contract will automatically be cancelled and declared void. In order to play in the League again either for his original Club or for another Club it will be necessary for him to be registered as required by this rule.
(M) (i) any team playing an unregistered or otherwise ineligible player or players shall have the points gained in the match deducted from its total.
(ii) In addition the team shall have three points deducted from its total and shall be fined an amount to be decided by the Management Committee.
(iii) The Management Committee in exceptional circumstances may, at its discretion, award any points deducted from a Club under this Rule to the opponents in the match in question, subject to the match not being ordered to be replayed.
(N) The transfer & registration deadline will be the 31st March, each season.
 

A player registered under this Rule may during the MONTH OF JUNE each season write to the League Registration Secretary requesting that his registration with his Club be cancelled.  The Registration Secretary on receipt of said application shall confirm to the player and the Club concerned of the cancellation of the registration.
9. CLUB COLOURS, CLUB NAME.

(A) Every Club must register its first and second choice of colours with the League Secretary before the 15th June in each season. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule to be fined the sum of £30.00. 
Goalkeepers must wear colours which distinguish them from other players and the referee.

No Player, including the goalkeeper, shall be permitted to wear BLACK OR VERY DARK SHIRTS.
Any team not being able to play in its normal colours as registered with the Competition shall notify the colours in which they will play to its opponents at least Seven days before the match.

If, in the opinion of the referee, two Clubs have the same or similar colours, the away team shall make the change. Any team not having a change of colours or delaying the kick-off by not having a change shall be fined the sum of £40.00. Shirts shall be numbered 1 - 11 with the substitutes numbered 12 - 17 except when the substitute is a goalkeeper.
(B) Any Club wishing to change its name and/or colours must seek permission from its affiliated County Association and from the Management Committee.
10. PLAYING SEASON. TIMES OF KICK OFF, POSTPONEMENTS, SUBSTITUTES.

(A) The Annual General Meeting shall determine the commencing and concluding dates for the ensuring season, which shall be in accordance with Football Association Rules. No club shall be compelled to play after the concluding date. Original fixtures arranged by the Secretary must not be arranged for a date later than seven days preceding the concluding date determined by the Annual General Meeting.
(B) All matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game as determined by the International Football Association Board.

Clubs must take all reasonable precautions to keep their grounds in a playable condition. All matches shall be played on pitches deemed suitable by the Management Committee. If through any fault of the home team a match has to be replayed, the Management Committee shall have the power to order the venue to be changed. Whilst a Wearside League game is played there shall be no other games played on any adjoining pitch, In the case of Council owned pitches, priority must be given to the Wearside League side in order they fulfill their fixtures. If a Cup match is to be played any morning team shall not be permitted to play in case they put the playing surface in to a condition the Referee will not allow play to take place.

Clubs must keep the Fixture / Referees Appointment Secretary fully aware of their Ground availability, the Ground will otherwise be considered available for any amendment or alteration to the fixtures. Only the Fixtures Secretary will have the Authority to arrange all fixtures and where Additional / Change to Fixtures are required he will endeavor to give Seven Days Notice of same. No games shall take place on an adjacent pitch and no game shall take place on a pitch 24 hours ahead of a Wearside League or cup game.

The Management Committee shall have the power to decide whether a pitch and/or facilities are suitable for matches in the Competition and to order the Club concerned to play its fixtures on another ground.

All matches shall have duration of 90 minutes unless a shorter time (not less than 70 minutes) is mutually agreed by the two captains in consultation with the referee prior to the commencement of the match, and in any event shall be of two equal halves.

The times of kick-off shall be fixed by the Management Committee. Any Club failing to commence at the appointed time shall be fined a sum of £50.00 or be otherwise dealt with as the Management Committee may determinate.
Referees must order matches to commence at the appointed time and must report all late starts to the Competition.

The home team must provide at least two footballs fit for play and the referee shall make a report to the Competition if the footballs are unsuitable. Goal nets must be used and the playing area must have a fixed touchline barrier.

(C) Except by permission of the Management Committee all matches must be played on the dates originally fixed but priority shall be given to The Football Association and all relevant County Association Cup Competitions. All other matches must be considered secondary. Clubs may mutually agree to bring forward a match with the consent of the Fixture / League Secretary.

Where a club is drawn at home in it’s Respective County Cup, it will be played in the previous midweek subject to the rules of the County Cup concerned. 

(D) The Secretary of the home club must give notice in writing / telephone, full particulars of the location of, and access to, the ground and time of kick-off to the Secretary of the opposing Club and the Match Officials at least FIVE clear days prior to the playing of the match.

Any Club failing to comply with this Rule shall be shall be fine £30.00.

(E) Every Club shall play its best available qualified team in all matches in the Competition. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be charged with bringing the League into disrepute. 

In the event of a team playing in a match with less than ELEVEN players they shall be fined £ 10.00 for each missing player. A minimum of SEVEN players will constitute a team for a Competition match.

(F) Home and Away matches shall be played. In the event of a Club failing to keep its engagement the Management Committee shall inflict a minimum fine of £ 150.00, and deduct points from the defaulting Club, award the points to the opponents, order the defaulting Club to pay any expenses incurred by the opponents or otherwise deal with them except the award of goals. Not withstanding the foregoing home and away provision, the Management Committee shall have power to order a match to be played on a neutral ground or on the opponent’s ground if they are satisfied that such action is warranted by the circumstances.

Any Club with more than one team in the Competition shall always fulfill its fixture, within the competition, in the following order of precedence; - First Team, Reserve Team, A Team. Clubs in breach of this requirement shall be fined a sum not exceeding £100 or otherwise dealt with by the Management Committee.

Any Club unable to fulfill a fixture must, without delay, give notice to the (Fixture) Secretary, the Competition Referees Appointments Secretary, the Secretary of the opposing Club and the match officials. Any club failing to comply shall be dealt with by the Management Committee who may inflict any penalty it may deem suitable.

In the event of a League match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither Club has control, it shall be played in its entirety on a date to be mutually agreed by the two Clubs and approved by the Management Committee. Failing such agreement and notification to the Fixtures Secretary within 14 days the Management Committee shall have the power to order the match to be played on a named date or on or before a given date. Providing gate money is taken and retained the visiting Club shall receive their bus fares or the equivalent for 18 persons, or car allowance at 0.30p per mile for transporting 18 persons collectively, or hire charge of a coach (receipts to be submitted) up to a maximum of £100.00p The residue, if any, to be equally divided between the two clubs after deducting the cost of advertising, printing, posting, police and match officials charges. The home Club shall take the whole of the proceeds of the second match. 
The Management Committee shall review all matches abandoned in cases where it is consequent upon the conduct of either or both Teams. Where it is the advantage of the Competition and does no injustice to either Club, the Management Committee shall be empowered to order the score at the time of abandonment to stand. In all cases where the Management Committee are satisfied that a match was abandoned owing to the conduct of one team or its Club member(s) they shall be empowered to award the points for the match to the opponent. In cases where a match has been abandoned owing to the conduct of both teams and their Club member(s), the Management Committee shall rule all points for the match as void. No fine(s) can be applied by the Management Committee for an abandoned match. The Management Committee shall review any match that has taken place where either or both teams were under a suspension imposed upon them by the Association or Affiliated Association. In each case the team that was under suspension would be dealt with in the same manner as if they had participated with ineligible players in accordance with Rule 8(O) above. Where both teams were under suspension the game must be declared null and void.

(G) A Club may at its discretion and in accordance with the Laws of the Game use:

Three substitutes in any match in this Competition who may be selected from five players.

The referee shall be informed, in his dressing room, of the names of the substitutes not later than Thirty minutes before the start of the match. Failure to comply a fine of £30.00p shall be imposed.

A player who has been selected, appointed or named as a substitute before the start of the match but does not actually play in the game shall not be considered to have been a player in that game within the meaning of Rule 8 of the Competition.

(H) The half time interval shall be of FIFTEEN minutes duration, excepting for bad light when the half time interval may be altered with the consent of the referee.

11. REPORTING RESULTS.

(A) Match return forms are carbonated and for all competitions clubs must complete a match return form and exchange with their opposition in front of the referee ensuring 30 minutes before the kick off. Blue copy to Match official, white to opponents and pink retain by the club. On completion of the match and within 56 hours each clubs must update the online match return with the full match details including referees mark, full list of players including substitutes showing those who have played and where replaced by the substitutes. Both Clubs and the match referee must retain their own and opponents sheet for inspection by the league committee as required within the current season.  Failing to complete with this rules Clubs shall be fined £30.00p  

(B) The Home Club shall telephone the result of each match, along with details of all goal scorers to the Press Officer within 15 minutes of the conclusion of the match or be fined a sum of £30.00.
(C) The match result notification, correctly completed, shall be signed by a responsible member of the Club. The Management Committee shall have the power to take such action, as they deem suitable against a Club, which submits an incomplete form or incorrect information, and levy a minimum fine of £30.00.

12. DETERMINING CHAMPIONSHIP.

(A) Team rankings within the Competition will be decided by points with THREE points to be awarded for a win and ONE point for a drawn match. The team gaining the highest gaining of points at the end of the season shall be adjudged as champions. Matches must not be played for double points.

In the event of two or more teams being equal on point’s team ranking will be decided on goal difference. In the event of goal difference being the same the team with the highest number of goals scored shall take first place.

(B) (i) Vacancies occurring after the conclusion of the season shall be filled by election.

(ii) The last TWO teams in the Division shall retire, but be eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting.
(C) In the event of a team not completing all but TWO of its fixtures for the season all points obtained by or recorded against such defaulting team shall be expunged from the Competition table.
(D) The Champion Club providing they meet the accepted ground grading will be eligible to make application to the Northern League via the North Eastern Section of the Pyramid of Football at their Annual General Meeting. Should the Champion Club not wish for promotion, or alternatively, not have the necessary ground grading then the Second placed Club shall be eligible under the same conditions.

Clubs wishing to make application to be considered for promotion to the Northern League shall notify the Secretary of the Wearside League not later than the 21st November in each year. The Secretary of the Wearside League will by the 30th of November in each year advice the Secretary of the Northern League of those Clubs considered being eligible for promotion on the basis of League position and ground grading. To qualify for promotion all major works to grounds and facilities MUST be completed by 31st March of that year. In all cases a Clearance Certificate will be required in respect of debts to the Competition and other matters. Any club relegated from the Northern League shall not be regarded as a probationary club in the Wearside League.

13.   REFEREES.

(A) Registered Referees and Assistant Referees for all matches shall be appointed in a manner approved by the Management Committee and by the sanctioning Associations.

(B) In the event of the non-appearance of the appointed Referee the appointed senior Assistant Referee shall take charge. In cases where there are no appointed Assistant Referees the Clubs shall agree upon a Referee. A Referee thus agreed upon shall, for that game have the full powers, status and authority of a registered Referee.

(C) The appointed Referee shall have the power to decide as to the fitness of the ground in all matches and his decision shall be final.
It shall be the duty of the Home Club to establish in advance with the Match Referee that, in the event of a pitch inspection being necessary, the referee will be available to carry out such inspection by 10.00 a.m. (1.00 p.m. for midweek fixtures). If as a result of the inspection the fixture has to be postponed the information is to be conveyed to the League Fixture Secretary and the Secretary of the visiting Club by 11.00 a.m. (2.00 p.m. for midweek fixtures). The Match Official who conducted the Pitch Inspection to confirm with the League Secretary the postponement. (See General Rules for Club Secretaries No 7, Pitch Inspection Report Form).
Should the referee indicate that he is unable to attend for a pitch inspection then the Home Secretary must arrange with the League Fixture Secretary to have an alternative approved official standing by to carry out an inspection. In the case of fixtures against clubs whose ground is 50 miles or more away, a ground inspection must be carried out by 7.00 p.m. on the day prior to the match. If the weather deteriorates overnight a further inspection must be carried out no later than 9am. Clubs must stay in close communication before the away team departs on their journey.

(D) Match Officials appointed under this Rule shall be entitled to charge standard class public transport expenses or private car expenses of 34 pence per mile together with the following match fees. Referee £27.00, Assistant Referees £20.00. Where instructed to be the League Fixture Secretary officials must travel together. Failure to do so will result in on one travel expenses being paid. The Home Club shall pay the Officials their fees and or expenses, in their dressing room, before/immediately after the match.
(E)  In the event of a match not being played because of circumstances over which the Clubs have no control, the Match Officials, if present, shall be entitled to half fee plus expenses. Where a match is not played owing to one Club being in default, that Club shall be ordered to pay the Officials, if they attended the ground their full fee and expenses.

(F) A Referee not keeping his engagement, and failing to give a satisfactory explanation as to his non-appearance, may have his name removed from the list of Referees and the fact reported to the Association with which he is registered.

(G) Each Club shall, in a manner prescribed from time to time by the Football Association, award marks to the Referee for each match and the name of the Referee and the marks awarded shall be submitted to the Competition on the prescribed form provided. Clubs failing to comply with this Rule shall be fined £30.00 in each case.

The Competition shall keep a record of the markings and, on the Form provided by the prescribed date each season, shall submit a summary to the Football Association/County Association(s.)

(H) The Referee shall submit a report Form, supplied by the Competition, giving the result of the match, the number of players in each team, details of dismissals and cautions issued and the time of kick-off to the REFEREES Secretary within three days of the match.

(I) Referees and Assistant Referees shall be supplied, each season, with a copy of the Competition Rules free of charge.

(J) Match Officials shall report to the Home Club at least 45minutes before the advised kick-off time.

(K) Referee Appointments Secretary shall notify all match officials of appointments, time of kick off etc. and Officials MUST REPLY BY RETURN OF POST/Email, to the Referee’s Secretary, stating acceptance or otherwise. Failure to do so could result in appointments being cancelled and the facts reported to the Official’s County Association.

14. CONTINUATION OF MEMBERSHIP OR RESIGNATION OF A CLUB.

(A) After 31st December in the current Season a Club intending, or having a provisional intention, to resign from the Competition on completion of its fixtures and fulfillment of all other obligations to the Competition must notify the League Secretary in writing by 31st March each Season or be liable to a minimum fine of £ 400.00. A Club having submitted its resignation to the league, then decides to continue in the League must withdraw the said resignation by 10th May. If a club withdraws its resignation after this date the club must seek re-election to the League at the AGM

Any club resigning membership of the league shall forfeit all rights to sponsorship awards at the end of the season. In addition the administration fee paid for by the Leagues sponsors may be withdrawn at the discretion of the Management Committee when a clubs penalty points for field offences exceeds 45, (Based on 2 points per dismissal and/or misconduct of club officials and 1 point per caution, 
Clubs exceeding 45 penalty points will be fined an additional £2.00 per point in excess of 45).
(B) A Club shall not be allowed to withdraw its team from the Competition after the Annual General Meting for the following Season. Any Club infringing this Rule shall be liable to a fine of a minimum £600 and not exceeding £815.00 and shall be liable for its share of any call which may be made under Rule 5(B) as well as its share of the premium for the League Insurance Scheme. 
(C) In the event of a Member Club which is an un-incorporated association withdrawing and/or disbanding it shall be immediately liable to discharge all its financial and other obligations to the Competition In the event that any such obligation remains undischarged after a period of twenty-one (21) days then such obligation shall be met by the then current Club Members, excluding those under the statutory school leaving age. Until Members pro rata obligation is discharged in full the Member shall not be allowed to participate in the Competition, which may apply to the Club’s Parent County Association for a suspension order.

15.  PROTESTS AND APPEALS.

(A) (i) All questions of eligibility, qualifications of players or interpretations of the Rules shall be referred to the Management Committee.

(ii) Objections relevant to the dimensions of the pitch, goals, flag posts or other facilities of the venue will not be entertained by the Management Committee unless a protest is lodged with the Referee before the commencement of the match. Any Club lodging such protest and not proceeding with it shall be deemed guilty of a breach of this Rule and shall be dealt with by the Management Committee. 

(B) Except in cases where the Management Committee decide that there are special circumstances, protests and complaints (which must contain full particulars of the grounds upon which they are founded) must be lodged in duplicate with the League Secretary within THREE days (excluding Sundays) of the match or occurrence to which they refer. A protest or complaint shall not be withdrawn except by permission of the Management Committee. A Member of the Management Committee who is a member of any Club involved shall not be present (except as a witness or representative of his Club when such protest or complaint is being determined.

(C) Any dispute occurring between Clubs in the Competition shall be referred for determination by the Management Committee whose decision shall be binding upon all parties subject to Rule 16.

(D) No protest of whatever kind shall be considered by the Management Committee unless the complaining Club shall have deposited with the League Secretary a sum of £50.00. This may be forfeited in whole or in part in the event of the complaining or protesting Club losing its case. The Competition shall have the power to order the defaulting Club or the Club making a losing or frivolous protest or complaint to pay the expenses of the enquiry or to order that the costs be shared by the parties.

(E) All parties to a protest or complaint must receive a copy of the submission and must be afforded an opportunity to make a statement at least 7 days prior to the protest or complaint being heard.

(i) All parties must have received seven days’ notice of the Hearing should they be instructed to attend.

(ii) Should a Club elect to state its case in person then they should forward a deposit of £25.00p and indicate such when forwarding the written response.

 
16. BOARD OF APPEAL.

Within 14 days of the posting of written notification of any decision of the Management Committee of the Competition a Club, Official or Player against whom action is taken may appeal against such decision by lodging particulars in duplicate   with the Secretary of the Football Association, including a fee of £ 50.00 for adjudication of a Board of Appeal. The grounds of appeal shall be in accordance with F.A. Rules. The Board of Appeal may order the appeal fee to be forfeited and shall decide by whom the costs of the appeal shall be borne. The decision of the Board of Appeal is final and binding on all parties concerned.

A copy of the appeal must be forwarded to the League Secretary for information.
17. EXCLUSION OF CLUBS, OR TEAMS. MISCONDUCT, CLUBS, OFFICIALS, PLAYERS.   

(A) At the Annual General Meeting, or Special General Meeting called for the purpose, Notice of Motion having been duly circulated on the Agenda, the accredited delegates present shall have the power to exclude any Club or Team from further membership upon a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast. Voting on this point shall be conducted by ballot.

(B) At the Annual General Meeting, or at a Special General Meeting called for the purpose, in accordance with the provisions of Rule 19, the accredited delegates present shall have the power to exclude from further participation in the Competition any Club whose conduct has, in their opinion, been undesirable upon a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast. Voting on this point shall be conducted by ballot. A Club whose conduct is the subject of the vote being taken shall be excluded from voting. 

(C) Any official or member of a Club proved guilty of either misconduct, other than field offences, or of inducing or attempting to induce a player or players of another Club in the Competition to join them shall be liable to expulsion or such penalty as a General Meeting or Management Committee may decide, and their Club shall also be liable to expulsion in accordance with the provisions of Clauses (A) and (B) of this Rule.

18. TROPHY: - LEGAL OWNERS, CONDITIONS OF TAKING OVER,
      AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED, AWARDS. 

(A) A Competition Cup shall be vested in the Association sanctioning the Competition as trustees. If a Competition be discontinued for any cause the Cup shall be returned to the Donor, if the conditions attached to it so provide, or otherwise dealt with as the Association may decide. At the close of each Season awards shall be made to the winners and runners up if the funds of the Competition permit.

The following agreement shall be signed on behalf of the winners of the Cup.

We (Name). .......................................Chairman and (Name), .................................... Secretary   of ........................................................F. C.  Members of and representing the Club, having been declared the winners of  .............................................................. Cup, and it having been delivered to us by the Competition, do hereby on behalf of the Club jointly and severally agree to return the Cup to the Competition Secretary on or before 30th April 2013, If the Cup is lost or damaged whilst under our care we agree to refund to the Competition the amount of its current value or the cost of its thorough repair.
(B) All Clubs must ensure that all League Trophies that may be on public display have extra insurance cover and this cover must be paid by the Club concerned. The Club must liaise with the League Secretary regarding the cover required before the Trophy(s) are put on display. 

19. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS.

Upon receiving a requisition signed by two- thirds of the Clubs in membership the League Secretary shall call a Special General Meeting.

The Management Committee may call a Special General Meeting at any time.

At least SEVEN days notice shall be given of either meeting under this Rule, together with an agenda of the business to be transacted at such meeting. Each Full Member shall be empowered to send TWO delegates to all Special General Meetings. Each Club shall be entitled to ONE vote only. Not less than SEVEN days notice shall be given of any meeting.

Any Member Club failing to be represented at a Special General Meeting without satisfactory reason given shall be fined £ 50.00.

Officers and Management Committee members shall be entitled to attend and vote at all Special General Meetings.
 
20. ALTERATION TO RULES.
Alterations, for which consent has been given by the sanctioning Association, shall be made to these Rules only at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting specially convened for the purpose called in accordance with Rule 19.  Any alteration made during the playing season to the Rule relating to the qualification of players shall not take effect until the following season.

 

Notice of proposed alterations to be considered at the Annual General Meeting shall be submitted to the Secretary by 31st May in each year. The proposals, together with any proposals by the Management Committee, shall be circulated to the Clubs by 20th may and any amendments thereto shall be submitted to the Secretary by 27th May The proposals and proposed amendments thereto shall be circulated to Clubs with the notice of the Annual General Meeting.  A proposal to change a Rule shall be carried if a majority of those present and entitled to vote are in favour.

 

A copy of the proposed alterations to Rules to be considered at the Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting shall be submitted to the sanctioning Football Association 14 days prior to the date of the meeting.

A copy of the proposed alterations to Rules to be considered at the Annual General Meeting shall be submitted to the sanctioning Football Association FOURTEEN days prior to the date of the meeting.

Any alterations or additions decided upon at any meeting shall not become operative until the approval of the Association issuing sanction shall have been obtained.

21. FINANCE.

(A) The Management Committee shall determine with which bank or other financial institution the funds of the Competition will be lodged.

(B) All expenditure in excess of £ 250.00 shall be approved by the Management Committee. Cheques shall be signed by at least two Officers nominated by the Management Committee.

(C) The financial year of the Competition will end on 14th May.

(D) The books, or a certified balance sheet of the Competition shall be prepared and shall be audited annually by some suitable persons who shall be nominated by the Management Committee and their appointment confirmed at the Annual General Meeting.

22. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.

A.) POOLING OF MATCH FEES.

For League matches only the fees and expenses of Match Officials shall be pooled, each Club rendering on the Match Return details of all payments made.  (Expenses paid in respect of abandoned or postponed matches to be included).

The League Secretary shall at the conclusion of the season divide the total cost of Officials by the total number of Clubs and where the total payment made by the Club is less than the average equal share of the pool the Club shall pay the difference. Where the sum of money is more than the average equal share of the pool the League will reimburse the Club accordingly.

B.) CLUB REQUIREMENTS.

1. Ground Standard.

All Clubs shall have enclosed grounds and dressing accommodation which, conforms to the F.A. Ground Grading Standard for level 7 leagues.

2. Floodlights.
All Clubs will play under Floodlights when requested for the benefit of the League. Clubs with will be permitted to play floodlights midweek games on Tuesday evenings if that is their preference. However during the months of August, April, May, the midweek games will be Mondays / Wednesdays. Midweek games can also be played on Friday evenings, but only if both clubs are in agreement.

3. Refreshments.

Clubs must provide suitable refreshments to visiting teams and officials and match officials at half time and full time for all games within the League. 

Visiting Clubs must return for after match refreshments with a minimum of 10 persons unless prior arranged with the home club at least 24 hours prior to the fixture. In midweek fixtures the home club when confirming the game with their opponents must inquire if they will be participating in after match refreshment.

Clubs not complying with this rule will be fined a minimum of £40 plus the cost of refreshment where applicable.

4. 
Clubs must provide toilet facilities at their grounds for spectators.

5. 
Clubs must provide Trainer Boxes, failure to do so will result in a fine of £40.00 with an additional fine of £5.00 per week being levied until these are provided. Trainers Boxes are to be situated at the side of the field where the Manager/Trainer/Coach and substitutes MUST be located until   their presence is required. Substitutes unable to use the Trainers Box shall position themselves at the side of the Trainers Box outside the boundary of the touchline barrier in full view of the match officials. 


A Technical Area as described in Law 3 may be provided in front of the Trainers Box Area. The Technical Area shall extend for 1 metre on either side of the Designated Trainers Box and forward to within 1 metre of the Touch line and be clearly marked. Two people only, the Manager or Coach and Physiotherapist shall be allowed within this area. This person can remain there for the entire duration of the game should he so wish, without issuing any instructions this person must behave in a responsible manner in the technical area. 
6. 
The League is to provide two sets of eight Bibs, one set “Orange” to be worn and visible by the home team and a “Green” set for the visiting team which must be worn and visible, by the five Substitutes, Physio, Coach and Manager.

These people are the only ones allowed in the trainer box and the names will be put onto the Team Sheet. Any person not wearing a bib will not be allowed in the dug out or technical area and will be requested to leave, by the match officials. No Children are allowed in the dugouts. Any club reported by the match referee for failing to comply with this rule will be Fined £30.00.

C. LIFE MEMBERSHIP.

League Officials with more than twelve (12) years service shall be eligible for Life Membership and have the power to vote. Life Members may be considered for election to the Management Committee. 
D. COMPLIMENTARY PASSES.

Ten (10) complimentary passes will be issued to each Club for use by Committee members of the Club in any League fixture involving their Club in order that those Committee Members may have free entry to the ground in the League and entrance into any refreshment rooms. These passes are to be produced on demand. The passes cannot be used for Cup Finals.
E. ADMISSION CHARGES.

Clubs must charge for admission to all matches. The minimum charge for admission shall be for Adults £ 1.00 O.A.P.S and Children £ 0.50.

F. LEAGUE INSURANCE SCHEME AND PUBLIC LIABILITY.

All Clubs shall be members of the League Insurance Scheme or of an approved alternative Insurance Scheme providing a minimum weekly benefit of £ 50.00. All premiums to be paid on or before 14th July in any year, or on a date to be decided by the Management Committee. All Clubs must provide Public Liability Insurance Cover at their grounds.


All Clubs must have public liability insurance cover of at least 10 million pounds (£10,000,000).

With effect from the 2012-13 season all Clubs must be members of a Players’ personal accident scheme which meets the minimum criteria set by the sanctioning Association.
G. FIRST AIDER.

Clubs must have a suitable first aider in attendance for all League and Cup matches the minimum qualifications MUST be The FA First Aid for Sport. . Details of his/her qualifications to be submitted to the League Secretary on or before 1st September in each year.

H. CHARTER STANDARD.

All clubs as members of the league MUST have a minimum of FA Charter Standard for Adult Clubs.

I. CORRESPONDENCE.

All correspondence between Clubs and the League must be dealt with by the Club Secretary or in his absence by an approved deputy.

Clubs must enclose a stamped addressed envelope with all correspondence requiring a reply. .i.e. completed registration and transfer forms etc.
Clubs not complying with this Rule shall be fined the sum of £ 2.00 in each instance. 

One week before the start of the season each Club must forward to the League Secretary ten (10) First Class Stamps. Clubs failing to comply with this instruction shall be fined the sum of £ 20.00.

J. LEAGUE PRESENTATION

League presentation / sportsman dinners must be attended by all clubs and each club must take a minimum of six tickets. If clubs are unable to attend they must still purchase these tickets and the league will redistribute as appropriate.   

23. RULES BINDING ON CLUBS.
Each Member Club shall be deemed to have given its assent to the foregoing Rules and agreed to abide by the decisions of the Management Committee subject to Rule 16. Each Member Club must abide by any issued Football Association Code of Conduct.
Wearside League Challenge Cup
Special Rules

1. The competition shall be called the “Wearside League Challenge Cup” and be confined to members of the Wearside league, all of whom shall subscribe.

2. The object of the competition shall be to augment the funds of the charity.
3. Up to and including the quarter finals late registrations as defined in league rules will be accepted (no playing qualification necessary).  Then for the semi- finals and final only a recognised playing member who has actually played for his side seven (7) days prior to the cup tie will be qualified, but no player shall play for more than one club each season.  Seven (7) days intimation will be allowed by postcard only.

4. Referees in each match shall receive a fee of £27.00 plus 34p per mile and assistant referees shall receive a fee of £20.00 plus 34p per mile or actual bus fare if travelling by public transport.  In postponed games where no gate money is taken, referees shall receive half match fee plus travelling expenses, and assistant referees shall receive half match fee plus travelling expenses if they attend.  Fees for semi-finals and final shall be fixed by the committee.
5. The final tie shall be under the control of the management committee who shall take the whole of the gate money and pay all expenses.
6. Extra time shall be played in all cup ties, if the score remains level at the end of normal time should the score be level at the end of extra time, five players from each side shall take penalty kicks to decide the match.  In the event of the scorers still being level the remaining players shall take penalty kicks alternatively in pairs on an eliminating basis until a result is obtained.
7. In the event of a cup match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither club has control e.g. Weather, it shall be replayed at the competition secretary’s discretions at the same venue. Should the match not be played for a second time the game shall be moved to the opponent’s ground.  If the opponents ground is also unplayable the game is rearranged as per the third postponement.

8. Travelling expenses for visiting clubs shall not be claimed in the competition.  The home club shall be responsible for payment of the referee and assistant referee’s fees and expenses. 
9. All clubs reaching the semi-final stage in the previous season shall if members of the competition in the current season be exempt until the first round of the competition.
Sunderland Shipowner & Monkwearmouth Charity Cup
Special Rules

1. The competition shall be called the “Sunderland Shipowners Charity Cup”  “Monkwearmouth Charity Cup and be confined to members of the Wearside league, all of whom shall subscribe.

2. The object of the competition shall be to augment the funds of the charity.
3. Up to and including the quarter finals late registrations as defined in league rules will be accepted (no playing qualification necessary).  Then for the semi- finals and final only a recognised playing member who has actually played for his side seven (7) days prior to the cup tie will be qualified, but no player shall play for more than one club each season.  Seven (7) days intimation will be allowed by postcard only.

4. Referees in each match shall receive a fee of £27.00 plus 34p per mile and assistant referees shall receive a fee of £20.00 plus 34p per mile or actual bus fare if travelling by public transport.  In postponed games where no gate money is taken, referees shall receive half match fee plus travelling expenses, and assistant referees shall receive half match fee plus travelling expenses if they attend.  Fees for semi-finals and final shall be fixed by the committee.
5. The final tie shall be under the control of the management committee who shall take the whole of the gate money and pay all expenses.
6. Extra time shall be played in all cup ties, if the score remains level at the end of normal time should the score be level at the end of extra time, five players from each side shall take penalty kicks to decide the match.  In the event of the scorers still being level the remaining players shall take penalty kicks alternatively in pairs on an eliminating basis until a result is obtained.
7. In the event of a cup match not being played or abandoned owing to causes over which neither club has control e.g. Weather, it shall be replayed at the competition secretary’s discretions at the same venue. Should the match not be played for a second time the game will be moved to the opponent’s ground.  If the opponents ground is also unplayable the game is rearranged as per the third postponement.

8. Travelling expenses for visiting clubs shall not be claimed in the competition.  The home club shall be responsible for payment of the referee and assistant referee’s fees and expenses. 
9. All clubs reaching the semi-final stage in the previous season shall if members of the competition in the current season be exempt until the first round of the competition.
REGULATIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION 
OF THE NATIONAL LEAGUE SYSTEM

1. Definitions
In the interpretation of these Regulations:  any words and expressions, unless otherwise defined herein, shall be words and expressions as defined as follows:-

“AC” means the Alliance Committee appointed by FA Council to deal with matters appertaining to Steps 1 to 4 of the National League System.

“Association” means The Football Association Limited.

“Club” means a football club for the time being in a league in membership of the NLS.

“League” means any competition sanctioned by the Association and/or an Affiliated Association.

“LC” means the Leagues Committee appointed by FA Council to deal with all matters appertaining to the National League System.

“NLS” means the system of competitions controlled by the Association where promotion and relegation links exist between participating Leagues.  
“Playing Season” means the period between the date on which the first League fixture in the League is played each year until the date on which the last League fixture in the League is played.  For Clubs participating in play-off matches this does include the period when play-off matches are played.

“Play off Position” means the position of a Club in the table at the end of each Playing Season which is provided for in Rule 13 of the FA Standardised Rules as qualifying the Club to take part in a play off match to qualify for promotion to the next Step of football for the next Playing Season.  
“Regulations” means these regulations.

“Step” means the level at which a Club participates in the National League System.

2. The National League System (“NLS”) shall be operated in accordance with these regulations (“the Regulations”).
The aims and objectives of the NLS are:
(a) To provide Clubs with a level of competitive football appropriate to their playing ability, stadium/ground facilities, economic means and geographical location.
(b) To provide a framework for discussion on matters of policy and common interest to Leagues and Clubs.

(c) To allow the seasonal movement of Clubs.
To be members, all Leagues, and Clubs shall be bound by the Regulations.  All Leagues will be required to sign a certificate confirming their agreement to the acceptance of the Regulations.

3.
Position of a League in the National League System

3.1
The current structure of the NLS is set out below:    

Step 1


Step 2

Step 3


Step 4


Step 5/6

Step 7

The Leagues currently at Step 5, 6 and 7 are set out at the end of the Regulations.

3.2
Any League wishing to become part of the NLS must apply to The Association by 31 December in the relevant year in such form and/or providing such information as shall be required by the LC from time to time.  The decision as to whether or not a League should be admitted to the NLS shall be made by the LC which will then decide on the Step at which the League will play.

3.3 
Any League wishing to propose an adjustment to its position within the NLS must apply in writing to the LC by 31st December in any year for such proposal to be determined by the LC in order, if approved, to have effect in the following Playing Season.
4.
Rules and Regulations for Promotion and Relegation

The LC shall provide for the seasonal promotion, relegation or lateral movement of Clubs between Steps within the system.  A League that signifies its acceptance to be bound by the Regulations must be in a position to promote and relegate Clubs at the conclusion of each Playing Season.  

5.
Detailed Promotion and Relegation Issues

5.1
The criteria for entry to the NLS and the criteria for ground/stadium facilities and the criteria for participation in play off matches shall be determined by the LC.  All criteria so determined shall be published by The Association from time to time.

5.2
It may be necessary from time to time to move Clubs laterally between Leagues at the same Step to accommodate the movement of Clubs by normal promotion and relegation. 

5.3
At the conclusion of each Playing Season, the following procedures will apply:

Step 1 and Step 2

The Clubs finishing in the bottom four places at Step 1 at the end of the Playing Season will be relegated to a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate division at Step 2 for the following Playing Season.  They will be replaced by the Clubs finishing in 1st position in each of the divisions at Step 2 together with a further two Clubs which win a series of play off matches involving those Clubs finishing in a play off position (normally positions 2 to 5) in each of the divisions at Step 2.  Where a Club finishes in a Play Off Position but does not meet the criteria for participation in play-off matches the Club finishing in the next eligible position shall take part in the play off matches.  The play off matches shall be played so that the highest placed of the eligible Clubs plays against the lowest placed and the other two Clubs play each other.  The winners of each match will play each other and the winner of that match will be promoted.  If there are only three eligible Clubs then the highest placed shall receive a bye to a second match where it will play the winner of the other play off match and the winner of that Final will be promoted.  Clubs finishing below position 7 will not be considered for play off matches.

Step 2 and Step 3

The Clubs in the bottom three places in each of the two divisions at Step 2 at the end of the Playing Season will be relegated to a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate division at Step 3 for the following Playing Season.  They will be replaced by the Clubs finishing in 1st position in each of the divisions at Step 3 together with a further three Clubs determined by a series of play off matches involving those Clubs finishing in a play off position (normally positions 2 to 5) in each of the divisions at Step 3.  Where a Club finishes in a Play Off Position but does not meet the criteria for participation in play off matches the Club finishing in the next eligible position shall take part in the play off matches.  The play off matches shall be played so that the highest placed of the eligible Clubs plays against the lowest placed and the other two Clubs play each other.  The winners of each match will play each other and the winner of that match will be promoted.  If there are only three eligible Clubs then the highest placed shall receive a bye to a second match where it will play the winner of the other play off match and the winner of that Final will be promoted.  Clubs finishing below position 7 will not be considered for play off matches.  

The promoted Clubs will also be placed in a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate division at Step 2.

Step 3 and Step 4

The Clubs in the bottom two* places in each of the three divisions at Step 3 at the end of the playing season will be relegated to a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate division at Step 4 for the following Playing Season.  They will be replaced by the Club finishing in 1st position in each of the divisions at Step 4 together with a further six Clubs to be determined by a series of play off matches involving those Clubs finishing in a play-off position (normally positions 2 to 5) in each of the divisions at Step 4.  Where a Club finishes in a Play Off Position but does not meet the criteria for participation in play off matches the Club finishing in the next eligible position shall take part in the play off matches.  The play off matches shall be

played so that the highest placed of the eligible Clubs plays against the lowest placed and the other two Clubs play each other.  The winners of each match will play each other and the winner of that match will be promoted.  If there are only three eligible Clubs then the highest placed shall receive a bye to a second match where it will play the winner of the other play off match and the winner of that Final will be promoted.  Clubs finishing below position 7 will not be considered for play off matches.  

The promoted Clubs will also be placed in a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate division at Step 3.
*Amendment subject to FA Council approval on 12 July 2012.
Step 4 and Step 5

The Clubs in the bottom place* in each of the six divisions at Step 4 at the end of the Playing Season will be relegated to a feeder pool and placed in the most geographically appropriate League at Step 5.  These Clubs will be replaced by the fourteen* most suitable Clubs from the Leagues at Step 5 as determined by the LC.  Each of these Leagues will nominate the Club finishing in 1st position subject to meeting the entry criteria and wishing to be considered for promotion.  In the event of the 1st placed Club not being nominated, the Clubs finishing in 2nd or 3rd* position can be nominated subject to the same criteria.  In addition, any additional Clubs required will be selected from the following Step 5 leagues based on a points gained per game played basis: Combined Counties League, Eastern Counties League, Essex Senior League, Kent League, Spartan South Midlands League, Sussex County League and Wessex League.  No more than two Clubs will be promoted from any one league.*  The Clubs to be promoted from Step 5 will be placed in a feeder pool and allocated to the most geographically appropriate division.

In the event that there are more Clubs qualifying for promotion than spaces available, priority will be given to the Champion Clubs in Step 5 Leagues.  If vacancies remain, Clubs finishing in 2nd place in Step 5 Leagues will be ranked for promotion purposes according to the average number of points gained per games played.

Any Club seeking promotion from Step 5 to Step 4 must make application to the Association on the prescribed form and provide the required supporting documentation, copied to their existing league, by 30 November in the relevant year.  The application must be accompanied by the agreed grading fee, as determined by the LC, which is non refundable.  Applicant Clubs must achieve an E Grade by 31st March in the Playing Season when promotion is sought.  The Association will arrange an inspection as soon as practical thereafter.
*Amendments subject to FA Council approval on 12 July 2012.
Step 5 to Step 6 and Step 6 to Step 7

The promotion and relegation of Clubs between Steps 5, 6 and 7 shall be dealt with as follows.

Movement of Clubs between Steps 5, 6 and 7, where a League operates at each Step, shall be included in their constitutional rules and regulations. 

Clubs seeking promotion to Step 5 from a League at Step 6 which is not linked to Step 5, must make application using the prescribed form direct to the Association, copied to their existing League, by 31 December in the relevant year.  Each application must be accompanied by the agreed grading fee, as determined by the LC, which is non refundable.

Clubs seeking promotion to Step 6 from a League at Step 7 which is not linked to Step 6, must make application using the prescribed form direct to the Association, copied to their existing League, by 31 December in the relevant year.  In order to be considered for promotion Clubs must finish in 1st position in their Step 7 league.  If the Club finishing in 1st position does not wish to be promoted or fails to meet the entry criteria then the club finishing in 2nd position will be eligible for promotion.  If the club in 2nd position does not seek promotion or fails to meet the entry criteria then clubs down to 5th position may be considered for promotion provided that they meet the appropriate entry criteria.  Clubs finishing below 5th position will not be considered for promotion and only one club will be considered from each league.  Each application must be accompanied by the agreed grading fee, as determined by the LC, which is non refundable.
5.4
Where a vacancy occurs within the NLS the following procedures will apply:- 

(i) Where a vacancy occurs in a particular division prior to the end of the Playing Season, the Club concerned would be classed as one of the relegated Clubs in a relegation position.
(ii) Where a vacancy occurs following the completion of the Playing Season then the best ranked Club in a relegation position across the particular Step would be reprieved.  The ranking to be determined by the average points gained per game played and comparable league position.
(iii) Where a vacancy occurs after the date of a League AGM then a competition would not be able to replace the Club(s) concerned.
5.5
Only internal changes to the constitution of a League are allowed following the holding of a League’s Annual General Meeting.

5.6
Clubs are not allowed to enter into a ground share agreement in order to gain promotion or to be saved from relegation.
5.7
Ground grading requirements will be in accordance with the National Ground Grading document as issued from time to time by the Association.

In order to be considered for promotion, the following requirements will apply.

Step 7 - Clubs competing at Step 7 must comply fully with the minimum requirements in force.  To be considered for promotion to Step 6 clubs must meet the requirements of Grade H and attain Grade G by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 6 - Clubs competing at Step 6 must comply fully with the requirements of Grade G.  To be considered for promotion to Step 5 clubs must meet the requirements of Grade G and attain Grade F by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 5 - Clubs competing at Step 5 must comply fully with the requirements of Grade F. To be considered for promotion to Step 4, clubs must meet the requirements of Grade E by 31st March in the year in which they seek promotion, and attain Grade D by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 4 - Clubs competing at Step 4 must comply fully with the requirements of Grade D.  To be considered for promotion to Step 3 or to be included in the play-off matches, clubs must meet the requirements of Grade D and attain Grade C by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 3 - Clubs competing at Step 3 must comply fully with the requirements of Grade C.  To be considered for promotion to Step 2 or to be included in the play-off matches, clubs must meet the requirements of Grade C and attain Grade B by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 2 - Clubs competing at Step 2 must comply fully with the requirements of Grade B.  To be considered for promotion to Step 1 or to be included in the play-off matches, clubs must meet the requirements of Grade B together with any additional requirements by 31st March in the year in which they seek promotion. Clubs must also attain Grade A by 31st March in the year following promotion.

Step 1 - Clubs must comply fully with the requirements of Grade A.
6.
The Movement of Clubs within the National League System other than by Promotion or Relegation

6.1
Movement of a Club from participation in one League to another is not permitted other than by promotion and relegation save with the approval of the LC.

6.2
Any Club proposing to move from one League to another must make application in writing to The Association on or before 31st March in each year to be effective for the following Playing Season.  In the event of such application being successful the League from which the Club is moving shall not levy a financial penalty on that Club.

6.3
If a Club (whether a Members’ Club or a Company) is wound up, liquidated, ceases to trade or is removed from its League or withdraws from football competition (‘the Former Club’), and then wishes to establish a new Club (‘the New Club’) and be placed within the NLS other than as set out in Regulation 5.3, then unless otherwise determined by the LC, it will be allowed to make an application only to join a League/division at Step 5 of the NLS unless the Former Club was in either Step 4 or Step 5 when the event which caused it to cease its membership occurred in which case it must re-join the NLS at a minimum of two Steps below the level at which it was at the time the event occurred,  or withdrew from football competition, whichever is lower.  Where the Former Club as a member of The FA Premier League or Football League in the current Playing Season then the LC shall at its absolute discretion determine in which league within the NLS the New Club shall be placed for the following Playing Season and will set out at its complete discretion the requirements to be met by the New Club.  
In order for consideration to be given to the placement in the NLS by the New Club in the following Playing Season, an initial application must be received by the LC by 1st March or within twenty-one days of the Former Club being wound up, liquidated, ceasing to trade, resigning or being removed from its League or withdrawing from football competition, if such date is later than 1st March.

The full application accompanied by all necessary documents including evidence of security of tenure having been granted to the New Club must be received by 31st March. The application shall be copied to the League of which membership is being requested.  The application will be determined by the LC.  

In considering any application, the LC will set out at its discretion the requirements to be met by the New Club.

Only one application will be considered for placement in the NLS in accordance with this Regulation.  In the event of more than one application being received within twenty-one days of the Former Club being wound up, liquidated, ceasing to trade, resigning or being removed from its League or withdrawing from football competition, the LC will consider at its discretion which application will be considered in accordance with this Regulation.
6.4
If a Club (whether a Members’ Club or a Company) ceases to be a member of its league and that Club (that is not a New Club as defined at 6.3 above) wishes to be placed within the NLS for the immediately following Playing Season, then unless otherwise determined by the LC, it may be allowed to make an application to join a League/division below the most recent League/division of which the Club was a member.

In order for consideration to be given to the placement in the NLS by the Club in the immediately following Playing Season, an initial application must be received by the LC in accordance with the procedures set out at 6.3 above. The application shall be copied to the League of which membership is being requested. The application will be determined by the LC at its absolute discretion.

In considering any application, the LC will set out at its discretion the requirements to be met by the Club in determining whether to approve the application.
6.5
If two or more Clubs (“the Merging Clubs”) are proposing a transaction or series of transactions that result in the merging or consolidation (“the Proposed Merger”) of those Clubs into one Club (“the Merged Club”) then a formal application to do so must be received by the LC and the league(s) of which the Merging Clubs are members by 31 December.

A Deed of Agreement, which shall be legally binding on all parties must be submitted to The Association by 31st March in the year immediately following receipt of the application.  The LC shall determine at its absolute discretion where the Merged Club is to be included in the NLS for the following season subject to the provisions of item (v) below.      

In arriving at its decision the LC may apply the following minimum criteria: 
(i) The requirements of Rule 2.9 Transfer of Membership of FA Standardised Membership Rules for the current season must be met by each of the Merging Clubs.  If one or more of the Merging Clubs is subject to an insolvency event then Rule 2.9.2 shall be applied to such club(s), otherwise Rule 2.9.1 shall be applied;
(ii) the proposed playing name of the Merged Club must be acceptable to the LC; and  
(iii) the Merged Club must have security of tenure to a ground that meets the relevant ground grading requirements;   
(iv) Any other criteria that the LC may from time to time deem to be appropriate;
(v) The Merged Club will ordinarily be placed at the lower of the Steps at which the Merging Clubs ended the Playing Season in which the application is made.  For the purposes of this Regulation, if one of the Merging Clubs has finished that Playing Season in a relegation place, then they will be deemed to have ended the Playing Season at the Step to which they would have been relegated without the Proposed Merger proceeding.
Any decision regarding whether a proposed transaction or series of transactions falls to be considered under this Regulation shall be determined by the LC at its absolute discretion

7.
Election of a Club into a League

7.1
Usually a club can only enter the NLS at Step 7.  However, in exceptional circumstances a League may seek approval from the LC to receive a club not currently in membership of a League within the NLS provided that there is: (a) a vacancy within its constitution (b) the club meets the entry criteria and (c) promotion and relegation issues have been satisfied.  
7.2
Reserve teams, including a team from a club or Club which is not considered by the LC to be sufficiently separate from another club or Club, are not be permitted to compete above Step 6 in the NLS.  There must be a minimum of two Steps between a first and reserve team.  This does not apply at Steps 6 & 7.  Reserve teams currently at Step 5 can remain unless relegated, once relegated they will not be permitted to be promoted back to Step 5.
7.3
Teams from Higher Education or Further Education establishments are not permitted to compete above Step 5.  This does not prevent any such establishment forming a Club which complies with all entry criteria and which is separate from the establishment itself.

8.
Procedures for the Determination of any Matter, Dispute or Difference by the Leagues Committee

8.1
The LC may adopt such procedures for the determination of any matter, dispute or difference as it considers appropriate and expedient, having regard to the aims and objectives set out at Regulation 1.  The LC may require the attendance at a meeting or the written observations of any League or Club, as it considers appropriate to assist its determination.

8.2(a)
Any dispute or difference between a League and a Club relating to promotion and relegation issues and/or other eligibility criteria must be referred for determination to the LC; such determination shall be final and binding.  

8.2(b)
Any other decision of the LC shall be subject to a right of appeal to an Appeal Board.  The decision of that Appeal Board shall be final and binding on all parties.

All referrals of appeals shall be conducted in accordance with the Regulations for Football Association Appeals.  Such must be accompanied by a deposit as follows:

Step 1 Clubs - £250

Step 2 Clubs - £200

Step 3 Clubs - £150

Step 4 Clubs - £100

All other applications - £50

8.3
The LC may, at its discretion, delegate the resolution of any matter, dispute or difference arising under these Regulations to any body it considers to be appropriate (including a sub-committee or commission which may include members of council not on the LC or a body constituted by a County Football Association).

9.
Arbitration

The fact of participation in the NLS and signifying agreement to be bound by the Regulations shall constitute an agreement between each League and Club to refer to Arbitration any challenge in law arising out of, or in relation to, the Regulations in accordance with the provisions of the Rules of The Association.
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	Surrey Elite Intermediate League 
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	Teesside League Div 1
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